
Recognising the efforts and achievements 
of courageous children, their families and

the charities that support them





About the awards

The Child of Wales Awards will celebrates the inspirational 
achievements of remarkable young people across Wales.

he annual Child of Wales Awards returned 
on Friday 24th March 2023.  The star-
studded event was a huge  success once 
again, and we are planning for 2024 to 

be even bigger and even better. The awards will 
once again shine a bright light on an amazingly 
brave group of children and young people who face 
hardships and challenges every day yet never give 
up and never stop trying – inspiring those around 
them in the process.

Our award categories focus on diversity, bravery, 
courage, innovation, sporting achievements, and 
children who help others through championing 
causes, caring and fundraising and they are open to 
all children and young people across Wales. 

Our entrants are nominated by the public, their 
families, friends, schools and charities and they 
come from all walks of life. We know there are so 
many inspiring stories to tell and we want to tell 
them and share them with you.

We have had so much support from businesses and 
partners across Wales already, and we have several 
opportunities for partnerships for our 2024 awards. 
As you will have seen from the last two awards, we 
can promise one of the most high profile events of 
the year with some special guests attending and 
performing.

Our event will also achieve outstanding audience 
reach, including national and regional media 
coverage throughout the year and on the night 
itself. Please contact us to  discuss how you can help 
– we have a range  of opportunities for partnerships.
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Click to watch our 
overview video

https://youtu.be/z4vQpGDVlnQ


Sponsor & Charity Testimonials

“It was a fantastic 
evening and we all had 
the best time, it was 
impeccably organised 
and managed and 
that’s testament to 
the team’s hard work, 

effort and professionalism” 

Ian Morgan, Westacres Homes

“It was a pleasure to support such a 
fantastic night, it was one of the best 
evening’s we’d been too and supported, 
it was so well organised. The 
night was a credit to you all

David Owen, Owens Group” 

“We had a delightful evening at the COWA 
and it was an absolute privilege to sponsor the 
Family of Courage award.”

Bethan Drinkall,  
Equinox Physiotherapy 
Partnership

“Congratulations to you and your team on  
the success of Friday evening. It really was a  
wonderful event and for such a good cause.” 

Alison Davies, Thomas Carroll

“The value of an event 
like this is really in 
sharing stories and 
being able to get the 
messages out there, 
there are so many people here who are just 
truly inspirational. I think this is so aligned with 
what we’re all about, we’re in communities up 
and down the length of Wales. We care about 
people and families in their homes, and this is 
an extraordinary witness to people that maybe 
sometimes live in challenging circumstances, 
but still excel. It’s amazing, really inspirational.” 

Sally Jones-Evans, Chair, 
Principality Building Society

“An awards like this, there is no better example 
of how you can inspire future generations” 

James Harper, Social Impact Manager,
Principality Building Society

Winners testimonials

“Thank you so much for such an amazing evening, we had the best time ever. The amazing stories 
blew us away, all the children were just amazing, we were honoured to be a part of it all. ” 
Sarah Walsh, mother of Avery Bristowe - Exceptional Young Carer

“It was such a wonderful night and 
summer, her teacher and both me and 
dad thoroughly enjoyed the night. It was 
a wonderful evening and was so inspiring 
to see so many different stories.”

Joanne Kansiray, mother to Summer 
Kansiray - Child of Courage 13+

“It was an absolute fantastic evening, one 
we will never forget. Ollie and Harvey 
were over the moon to be part of it. It was 
so well organised, the entertainment was 
brilliant, food was outstanding. Overall 
just an amazing evening, so thank you to 
you and all of the team.” 

Lucy Roberts, on behalf  
of O&H Metalwork - Young Leader
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C
arrying my little 

girl into the 
doctor’s in 
January 2009, 
I was worried. 

Summer was 

14 months old and for most 

of her life me and her dad, 

Ekrem, then 29, had been 

back and forth, taking her 

to the GP and specialists.

It’d started with 

temperatures 
and rashes at 
six months.

Soon she had 
high blood 
pressure and a 
lump appeared 
on her left side. 

Docs put it 
down to infections.

Even when she was seen 

by five doctors in 36 hours.

But now, as I carried her 

into the surgery, I was 

convinced that she was 

desperately sick.
I wasn’t wrong. 

We saw a doctor who 

having major surgery 

was terrifying. But not as 

frightening as losing her. 

So that May, I kissed her 

goodbye as she was taken 

for the four-hour operation. 

It went well, and despite 

being tired and in pain 

Summer instantly 
seemed better. 

For a short while 

she was able to 
toddle round, 
play with her 
favourite 
teddies. 

But by 
September, 
Summer 
was ill again.

Rushed to 
Cardiff Royal, 

Summer’s scans 

delivered a 
crushing blow. 
‘There’s a tumour on 

her remaining kidney,’ the 

doctor confirmed. 

The cancer was back. 

We tried chemo again, 

but it ended the same way.

With Summer on 

the operating table, 

having her second 

kidney removed. 
‘She’ll start dialysis 

straight away,’ the 

specialist said. 
She’d die 

without it.
Summer was 

hooked to dialysis 

machines three 

times a week, for 

four hours. 
It was tough, 

watching her too weak 

to play, even move.

The treatments 

were affecting her 

growth, too. 
And yet, while 

I was angry at the 

world for being 
relentlessly 

unfair, Summer never 

stopped smiling. 
She sat through hours of 

treatment, good as gold. 

After over two years on 

the transplant waiting list, 

in April 2012, the call came. 

‘They’ve found you a 

kidney,’ I told Summer, 

then 4, piling her into the 

car and driving her to 

Bristol Children’s Hospital. 

Within 12 hours, she was 

being prepped for surgery.

‘My brave girl,’ I told her 

as she was put under.

The next five hours were 

torturous, waiting for news.

Then a nurse came to tell 

us Summer was very sick. 

Her new kidney 

wasn’t working. 
For a week, Summer was 

in intensive care. 

She was drifting in and 

out of consciousness, still 

on dialysis as her listened 
to us, and 
Summer had scans. 

A few days later we went 

back for the results. 

‘There’s a tumour on her 

kidney,’ the doctor said. 

My mind jumped to the 

worst-case scenario. 

Are we going to lose her?

I thought frantically. 

Summer was taken for 

a biopsy and the results 
showed that she 

had cancer.
Devastating.
I barely had 

time to process 
the news before 

we were taken 
to the children’s 

ward for her 

treatment to start.

Over four months, she had 

intense chemo, leaving her 

fatigued and in pain. 

And it didn’t work, which 

left just one option. 

‘We need to remove her 

kidney,’ the oncologist said. 

The idea of my baby 
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Still shining
Even after 49 ops, my girl has ne ver stopped smiling

Joanne Kansiray, 49, Bridgend 
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body rejected the new organ.

Anti-rejection meds 

helped, and Summer 

started spending time off 

dialysis, playing like any 

other kid her age. 

But she was in agony. 

For the next two years, 

Summer was in hospital 

more than she wasn’t. 

She fought infections, 

temperatures, fatigue, pain. 

She missed lots of school, 

the chance to make friends. 

By the beginning of 2015, 

it was clear the kidney 

would never work as it 

should so doctors took it out. 

As always, Summer 

battled on, going to school 

every morning before 

dialysis most afternoons. 

Yes, she was sick.

But she was a fire-cracker, 

taking part in fun runs for 

the charity Kidney Wales. 

Even if it meant doing 

them in her wheelchair. 

In August 2015, Summer 

was in hospital for her 8th 

birthday, but she still 

wanted to celebrate. 

‘I want the most cards. 

Ever!’ she said.
Me and her auntie put 

the word out online. 

And on her birthday 

Summer woke up to 

thousands of cards 

from all over the world.

‘Amazing,’ she 

laughed, tearing 

open the envelopes. 

She was so grateful, 

and I loved seeing her 

radiate joy.
I worried about the 

childhood she was 

missing out on. 
Going to birthday 

parties, holidays.
But Summer kept 

smiling, no matter how 

sick she was. 
In 2016, the charity 

Dreams & Wishes organised 

a day out for Summer and 

other children with 

illnesses to Legoland. 

She got to hang out 

with kids her own age, 

giggling and playing. 

Wonderful.
In August 2020, when 

Summer was 12, she had 

another kidney transplant. 

This time, within two 

days, the organ worked. 

It was far from smooth 

sailing, though. 
She needed surgery to 

remove a kidney blockage 

in September 2021. 

She ended up in 

intensive care suffering 

sepsis, and diagnosed with 

a virus triggered by a 

transplanted organ.

A whirlwind of chaos 

just as we thought her 

health was looking up. 

Thankfully, with 

specialist treatment, 

Summer recovered. 

Now 15, Summer’s had 

49 operations, biopsies 

and procedures.
She takes daily anti-

rejection medication, is 

often tired and in pain. 

Missing so much school 

has made it hard 

to make 
friends, too.

A shame, 
because 
Summer’s a fun, 

happy girl. And so 

incredibly brave. 
Not that she sees 

herself in that way.

To her this is normal. 

In June 2020, she 

became a Dreams & 

Wishes ambassador. 

She makes bookmarks, 

key rings and name tags, 

raising money to send sick 

kids on days out.
She’s also been nominated 

for a 
Child of 
Wales 
award. 

Even after 
everything 

she’s suffered, 
Summer 

never complains. 
And while we don’t know 

what her future holds, she’s 

still the brightest, smiliest 

person in the room. 

Still shiningStill shining

COURAGEOUS KIDS
Chat is supporting the Child 

of Wales Awards 2023, 

recognising courageous 

children, their families and 

the charities that support 

them. The ceremony takes 

place at Mercure Holland 

House Hotel in Cardiff on 

24 March 2023. If you’re 

interested in purchasing 

tickets, sponsorship, or 

supplying an auction prize, 

please contact ashleigh@

childofbritain.com.
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Charities We Support

Cash for Kids is a grant-giving charity helping the

children that need it most across the UK.

Our mission is to improve the lives of disadvantaged 

children and young people in our communities who 

are affected by poverty, illness, neglect or have 

additional needs. We believe that all children should 

be able to express their individuality, achieve their 

potential and live life to the full.

Our Media Partners
• BBaauueerr  MMeeddiiaa  - UK’s most influential Media brand 

network with 49 local and regional radio stations 

with an audience of 3.2 million. Logo to be 

featured on Greatest Hits Radio website.

• DDaaiillyy  MMaaiill  - features in the Femail section about 

our inspiring nominees and winners - Our first 

article was featured on the 12th September 2021.

• FFuuttuurree  PPuubblliisshhiinngg - Articles to be published 

monthly from January 2022 - showcasing 

nominees and winners, and category sponsor 

logo.

We work with grass-roots organisations that aim to make a difference to young lives, directly 

supporting families who often have nowhere else to go.

Collectively Cash for Kids are forecasting to have raised over £19.2 million across the UK in 

2020, supporting 396,639 children.
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Media Partner

The awards have once again secured a media Partnership with Route 
Media, outdoor media specialists across Wales. Route will be the  
Official media partner for                        the awards and will deliver outdoor advertising 
for the awards over a 6 month period.

These adverts will be delivered across 10 sites over North and South Wales, 
with an estimated audience reach of 1,472,000 million per week. The 
billboards and portrait screens will feature all sponsors logos, as well as 
helping to promote the awards. 

Further details on the campaign will be announced in due course. 
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Sponsorship Opportunities

• Referred to as headline sponsor on all online event marketing and
printed material.

• Credited as headline sponsor included in all media including press releases
on awards website and social media.

• Naming rights to the awards

• Sponsors Quote to be incorporated into press release and included
on social media and website

• Credited as headline sponsor on the event website, with logo in
prominent position

• Opportunity to display sponsors video and conduct a speech at the awards

• Full page ad in the event programme, artwork to be supplied by sponsor

• Opportunity to have marketing materials and banners displayed in
main room.

• Group winners photo on stage at awards evening

• Opportunity	for	additional	branding	options	(To	be	confirmed	and	will	be	at
cost of the branded items)

• Your Logo prominently displayed on screens.

• Company representative invited to form part of judging panel.

• One table of 10 at the gala awards evening.

HEADLINE SPONSOR

£28,000 +VAT

#COWA24



Sponsorship Opportunities

•  Credited as event partner throughout campaign, including website,  
 social media and press releases

• Your logo to feature on dedicated award website.

• Sponsors Quote to be incorporated into press release and included on   

 social media and website

• Full page advertisement in the event programme, artwork to be  

 supplied by sponsor

• Table of 10 at the gala awards evening

• Company representative invited to form part of judging panel.

• Opportunity to display pull up banners in the room

Cost £6,000 +VAT

EVENT PARTNER

Please contact us to discuss how you can help – we have a range of opportunities  
for partnerships while we are also seeking extraordinary prizes for our auction.

#COWA24



Sponsorship Opportunities

• Credited as category sponsor throughout campaign, including website,
social media and press releases

• Sponsors Quote to be incorporated into press release and included on
social media and website

• Your logo to feature on dedicated award website.

• Present winner award on stage at gala awards evening.

• Your logo displayed on screens at the event

• Table of 10 at gala awards evening.

• Half page ad in event programme (artwork to be supplied by sponsor)

Cost £4,500 +VAT

CATEGORY SPONSORSHIP

Please contact us to discuss how you can help – we have a range of opportunities 
for partnerships while we are also seeking extraordinary prizes for our auction.

Reduced to £4,000 +VAT if 
secured and paid by June 1st 2023

#COWA24



Sponsorship Opportunities

Please contact us to discuss how you can help – we have a range of opportunities  
for partnerships while we are also seeking extraordinary prizes for our auction.

Drinks reception 
sponsor 
• Logo placement on the 

awards website and at the 
awards evening

• ½ page advert in the event 
Brochure (artwork to be  
provided by sponsor)

• 5 tickets to the main awards 
evening

• Signs to state drinks 
reception sponsored by 
Sponsor in the drink’s 
reception at the awards

• Mention in any pre & post 
event coverage where 
possible

• Quote on awards website

• News story, incorporating 
quote, to announce 
sponsorship on website and 
social media

Cost - £2,000 +VAT

Winners Support 
sponsor 
• This Package will support our 

winners by providing a hotel 
room and 2 additional tickets 
to the awards evening

• Logo placement on the 
awards website and at the 
awards evening

• ½ page advert in the event 
Brochure (artwork to be 
provided by sponsor)

• 5 tickets to the awards evening

• Welcome note from sponsor 
in each of the winners rooms

• Mention in any pre & post 
event coverage where 
possible

• Quote on awards website

• News story, incorporating 
quote, to announce 
sponsorship on website and 
social media

Cost - £2,000 +VAT

Winners Live  
Story sponsor 
• Logo placement on the 

awards website and at the 
awards evening

• Quote on awards website

• News story, incorporating 
quote, to announce 
sponsorship on website and 
social media

• Credited on the night 
as “Winner’s video story 
sponsor” in the speech and 
on	screen	before	first	video	is	
played at the awards

• ½ page ad in the event 
brochure (artwork to be 
supplied by yourselves)

• Mention in any pre & post 
event coverage where 
possible

• 5 tickets to the main awards 
evening

Cost - £3,000 +VAT

#COWA24



Tickets

The Child of Wales Awards promises to be an unforgettable and inspirational 
evening	from	start	to	finish,	in	one	of	Wales	most	incredible	venues.	

We anticipate in excess of 400 guests will help us to celebrate the bravery and 
incredible stories of young people from across Wales – sharing their stories 
and achievements. 

We would be delighted if you would join us and help make a difference 
to the real stars of Wales - these amazing children. 

Contact us today to get your tickets to the most 
inspirational night of the year!

Book your tickets now, email: 
Ashleigh Kerr 

ashleigh@childofbritain.com 

Tickets are available for £95 +VAT 
or £950+VAT for a table of 10

#COWA24



Categories

1. Child of Courage
For children with disabilities and illness,
who are working tirelessly to overcome
them. Two age groups; Under 13 and 13+

2. Young Fundraiser
An individual or group of children who
have dedicated their table and raised
substantial funds for charity.

3. Young Sporting Hero
Recognising incredible achievements in
sport - be it with our without disability
Two age groups; Under 13 and 13+

4. Exceptional Young Carer
Young carers who give up their time
and	make	sacrifices	to	care	for	other
family members

5. Courageous Family
Families who have coped with extreme
circumstances.

6. Outstanding Charity
Rewarding charities or volunteers who
support young people with life challenges.

7. Bravery Award
For children and young people who
have undertaken an extraordinary
act of bravery

8. Environmental Champion
For children and young people who
have done something exceptional
in terms of innovation or dedication
to help protect and preserve the
environment.

9. Community Champion
For children and young people who
play an exceptional role in their local
communities either through organising
community events and/or helping others.

10. Young Leader
For children and young people who are
leading their community, this can be
through innovation or artistic ability.

11. Young Performer
Recognising achievements in music,
dance and other aspects of the arts

SOLD OUT

#COWA24
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Contact Us

More information is available on our event website

www.nationalchildrenofwalesawards.org
 

Blanche Sainsbury, Founder

Email: blanche@childofbritain.com

Mobile: 07710010578

National Children’s Awards Ltd

Ashleigh Kerr, Events Director

Email: ashleigh@childofbritain.com

Mobile: 07581227416

National Children’s Awards Ltd

#COWA24




